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(�orth-)WEST SEMITIC DIALECTOLOGYDIALECTOLOGYDIALECTOLOGYDIALECTOLOGY 
[Including ‘Amorite’ (III-II mil. b.C.) and ‘Canaanite’ (II-I mil. b.C.) areas] 
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“Phoenicia, Ugaritica, North West Semitic”, by R.Althann,  EB(B) 1, 1985, 559-561 ; 2, 1986, 514-
516 ; 3, 1987, 579-582 ; 4, 1988, 549-551 ; 5, 1989, 566-568 ; 6, 1990, 598-600 ; 7, 1991, 542-544 ; 8, 
1992, 644-647 ; 9, 1993, 605-606, 10, 1994, 549-550 ; 11, 1995, 334-336 ; 12, 1996, 422-424 ; 13, 
1997, 449-450; 14, 1998, 402-403; 15, 1999, 445-446; 16, 2000, 527-528; 17, 2001, 516-518; 18, 
2002, 477-479;  19, 2003, 545-547. 

Index Documentaire d'El-Amarna, Vol. 2, Bibliographie des textes babyloniens d'El-Amarna [1888-
1993], by J.-G. Heintz, L. Millot, Wiesbaden 1995. 

“Syrie-Phénicie-Palestine. Bibliographie”, by J. Elayi, J. Sapin, Transeuphratène 17, 1999, 47-87. 
 



2 
 

 
4.1 MISCELLA�EA 
 

[A reminder: 
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4.2 CLASSIFICATIO� 
 
F. Corriente, “On the Degree of Kinship between Arabic and Northwest Semitic”, in AIDA 5, pp.187-194. 
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J. Huehnergard, “Remarks on the Classification of the Northwest Semitic Languages”, in Balaam Text, 

pp.282-293. 
F. Israel, “Tradition(s) et classement des langues syro-palestiniennes: observations deconstructionists”, in 

LChSAA 2, pp. 173-189. 
St. Segert, “Phoenician and the Eastern Canaanite languages”, in SemLang, pp. 174-186. 
 
4.3 DESCRIPTIVE PRESE�TATIO� 
 
4.3.0. General 
 
M. Bič, Palestina od pravě ku ke křest'anství. I . Země a lid. II. Kult a náboženenství. III. Řeč a 

písemnosti, Praha 1948-50 [III. [Palestine] language and literature].  
D. Cohen, “Le cananéen”, in J. Perrot, ed., Les langues dans le monde ancien et moderne. Triosième 

partie : Les langues chamito-sémitiques, Paris 1988, pp. 68-83. 
G. Garbini, Il Semitico di 6ord-Ovest  (Quaderni della sezione linguistica degli ANNALI, 1), Napoli 1960 

[rev.: JSS 10, 1965, 21-51 (E.Y. Kutscher)]. 
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L.L. Grabbe , “‘Canaanite’: some methodological observations in relation to Biblical study”, in UB (Ugarit 
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F. Israel, “Geographic linguistics and Canaanite dialects”, in P3IHSC, pp.  363-387.  
A. Jepsen, “Kanaanäisch und Hebräisch”, in A25CIO  I , pp. 316-321. 
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D. Pardee, “Canaanite Dialects”, in CEWAL, pp. 386-390. 
 
4.3.1 Amorite (General, Mari, Alalakh ...) 
  [cf. 2.3.2:  Peripheral Akkadian] 

 
4.3.1.1  Language and Grammar 
 
G. Buccellati, “Akkadian and Amorite Phonology”, in PhAA, pp. 3-38. 
A. Caquot, “Remarques sur la langue et le panthéon des Amorites de Mari”, AAS 1, 1951, 206-225. 
D. Charpin, N. Ziegler, “Amuritisch lernen”, WZKM 97, 2007, 55-77. 
D. Cohen, “Amorrite”, in Lchs, pp. 57-58.  
J.M. Durand, “Réalités amorrites et traditions bibliques”, RA 92, 1998, 3-39. 
D.O. Edzard, “Mari und Aramäer?, ZA 22, 1964, 142-149 [discussion of the linguistic arguments  for a 

Proto-Aramaean stratum at Mari]. 
I.J. Gelb, “La lingua degli Amoriti”, in A6LR 8/13, 1958, 143-164. 
C.H. Gordon, “Amorite and Eblaite”, in SemLang, pp. 100-113. 
F. Israel, “Étude amorrites IV. L´héritage amorrite à Ougarit: entre histoire, onomastique et mythologie”, in 

ROCE, pp. 49-61 (krt, y§b, A’ratum) 
Sh. Izre’el, Amurru Akkadian: A Linguistic Study, Vol. I (HSS 40), Atlanta GE 1991. 
Sh. Izre’el, Canaano-Akkadian (Languages of the World/Materials 82), München/Newcastle 1998. 
E.E. Knudsen, “An analysis of Amorite: a review article”, JCS 34, 1982, 1-18. 
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E.E. Knudsen, “Amorite Grammar: A Comparative Statement”, in Fs. Leslau I, pp. 866. 
Ch. Krahmalkov, “The Amorite enclitic particle ta/i”, JSS 14, 1969, 201-204. 
R. Mugnaioni, “Note pour servir a une approche de l’amorrite ”, CLAIX 
16, 2000, 57-65. 
M. Noth, Die Ursprünge des alten Israel im Lichte neuer Quellen (Arbeitsgemeinschaft des Landes 

Nordrhein-Westfalen, Geisteswissenschaften 94), Köln & Opladen 1961 [Appendix: Non-Akk. words 
of the Mari language] [cf. D.O. Edzard, ZA 22, 1964, 142-149]. 

V.A. Tchapygina, “Observations on the Use of the Subjunctive in the Inscribed Liver Models from Mari”, 
BiBa 1, 2004, 355-360. 

J. Tropper, “Present *Yaqtulum in Central Semitic”, JSS  39, 1994, 1-6.  
M. Tsevat, “On the ‘Amorite’” ta/te ‘with’”, BASOR 156, 1959, 40-41. 
M. Tsevat, “Alalakhiana”, HUCA 29, 1958, 109-114 (2. Alalakh and Canaanite linguistic and literary 

studies). 
Ch. Virolleaud, “Vestiges de cananéisme dans l’amorite des Lettres de Mari”, RES 1942-1945, 101-104. 
R. Youngblood, “Amorite influence in a Canaanite Amarna letter (EA 96)”, BASOR 168, 1962, 24-27. 
 
4.3.1.2  Lexicography/Onomastics 
 
M. Anbar, “Deux termes amurrites et hébreux”, UF 37, 2005, 1-3 [l’wm, gwy] 
L.R. Bailey, “Israelite ’El Sadday and Amorite Bêl Sadê”, JBL 87, 1968, 434-438. 
G. Bucce1lati, “Eblaite and Amorite names” [8479], 856-860. [1995] 
A. Caquot, “Remarques sur la langue et le panthéon des Amorites de Mari”, AAS 1, 1951, 206-225. 
H. Donner, W. Röllig, Kanaanäische und aramäische Inschriften, I-III, Wiesbaden 1962 (III. 

Kanaanäisches Glossar, pp. 1-26). 
J.-M. Durand, “Études sur les noms propres d’époque amorrite, I: les listes publiées par G. Dossin”, MARI  
 8, 1997, 597-673. 
J.-M. Durand, “ Le nom du désert en amorrite”, 6ABU 2007, n. 56.  [ia]-ab-ki = Ar. yab, yabāb, ‘pays 

désert’]. 
I.J. Gelb, J. Bartels, S.M. Vance, R.M. Whiting, Computer-aided analysis of Amorite (Assyriological 

Studies 21), Chicago 1980 [rev.: JSS 26, 1981, 277-280 (E. Lipiński)]. 
P.-A. Beaulieu, “The God Amurru as Emblem of Ethnic and Cultural Identity”, in RAI XLVIII, pp. 31-46. 
A. Goetze, “Amurrite Names in Ur III and Early Isin Texts”, JSS 4, 1959, 193-203. 
D.E. Fleming, “The Sima’alite Gayum and the Yaminite Li’mum in the Mari Archives”, in RAI  XLVI, pp. 

199-212. 
R.N. Frye, “Assyria and Syria: synonyms”, J6ES 51, 1992, 281-285. 
H.B. Huffmon, Amorite personal 6ames in the Mari Texts. A Structural and Lexical Study, Baltimore, MD 

1965. 
H.B. Huffmon, “The assinnum as Prophet: Shamans at Mari”, in RAI XLVI, pp. 241-247. 
E.E. Knudsen, “Amorite vocabulary a comparartive statement”, in Fs. Larsen, pp. 317-331. 
L. Kogan, “The Etymology of the Ethnonim ‘Israel’: South Semitic Features in Amorite Onomastics”, 

Biblia 1, 1998, 179-186, 304. 
L. Kogan, “The Etymology of the Ethnonim ‘Israel’: South Semitic Features in Amorite Onomastics”, 

Biblia 1, 1998, 179-186, 304. 
L. Matouš, “Semitischer cercle iv”, ArOr 36, 1968, 468-481 [I.The Amorite PNN. 4. Old Amorite PNN , 

pp. 603-608]. 
A. Millet Albà, “Le noms propres avec préformative en me- et mu- des archives de Mari”, AuOr 17-18, 

1999-2000, 205-214. 
M.P. Streck, Das amurritische Onomastikon der altbabylonischen Zeit. Band 1 (AOAT 271), Münster 

2000. 
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M.Streck,  “Die Amurriter der altbabylonischen Zeit im Spiegel des Onomastikons”, in J.-W. Meyer, W. 
Sommerfeld, eds,  2000 v. Chr. : politische,  wirtschaftliche und kulturelle Entwicklung im Zeichen 
einer Jahrtausendwende: 3. Internationales Colloquium der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft, 4.-7. April 
2000 in Frankfurt/Main und Marburg/Lahn (Colloquien der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft 3), 
Saarbrücken 2004, pp. 313-356. 

M.P.Streck, St. Weninger, eds, Altorientalische und semitische Onomastik (AOAT 296), Münster 2002. 
C. Wilcke, “Truppen von Mari in Kurda”, RA 73 1979 37-50. 
 
4.3.2  6orthwest Semitic Dialectology 
 
4.3.2.1. Ammonite 

 
4.3.2.1.1  Language and Grammar 
 
W.E. Aufrecht, “The Ammonite language of the Iron Age”, BASOR 266,1987,85-951 [rev. art. of 

Jackson’s The Ammonite language, 1983]. 
W.E. Aufrecht, A Bibliography of Ammonite Inscriptions (Newsletter for 

Targumic & Cognate Studies Suplement 1), Toronto  s .d.. 
G. Garbini, “La lingua degli Ammoniti”, AIO6-O 30, 1970, 249-258 [on the features and position of 

Ammonite, as revealed by the inscription published by S. H. Horn, BASOR 193, 2-13]. 
G. Garbini, “La lingua degli ammoniti”, in id.,  Le lingue semitiche. Studi di storia linguistica, Napoli 

1972, pp. 97-108. 
G. Garbini, “Ammonite inscriptions”, JSS 19, 1974, 159-168. 
W.R. Garr, “Jackson’s Ammonite language”, JQR 76, 1986, 258-259.  
M. Heltzer, “The root tmk in Ammonite, Phoenician and Hebrew”, ZAH 8, 1995, 140-143. 
F. Israel, “The Language of the Ammonites”, OLP 10, 1979, 143-159 
F. Israel,  “L’ammonite”, in Lchs, pp. 82-83. 
F. Israel, “Die Sprache des Ostrakons aus Nimrud”, UF 21, 1989, 233-235. 
F. Israel, “Un’ulteriore attestazione dell’evoluzione fonetica ā > ō nel semitico di nord-ovest”, RSF 7, 

1979, 159-161 (Amm.) 
K.P. Jackson, The Ammonite language of the Iron Age, Diss. Univ. of  Michigan 1980, 164 p. [DAb 41/2, 

1980, 654-A] = (HSM 27), Chico, CA 1983 [rev.: BSOAS 50, 1987,126-127 ( J. Wansbrough); CBQ 
48, 1986, 535-536 (W.J. Fulco);  JThS 36, 1985, 184-185 (P. Wernberg-Møller); IEJ 34/4, 1984, 284 
(J. Naveh); ZAW 96/3, 1984,  284 (H.-C. S[chmitt]); Syria 61/1-2, 1984, 140-141 (A. Caquot); BASOR 
266,1987, 85-951 (W.E. Aufrecht); BiOr 43, 1986, 448-450 (E. Lipiński); JAOS 106, 1986, 370-373 
(E.G. Clarke);  JQR 76, 1986, 258-259  (W.R. Garr); Gregorianum 67, 1986, 141-143 (G.L. Prato);  
AuOr 7, 1989, 293-294 (G. del Olmo Lete)]. 

L. Palmajtis, “Ammonitskaja nadpis’ i tysjačeletija do n.ė.”, VDI 118, 1971, 119-126. 
S. Parker, “Ammonite, Edomite, and Moabite”, in BBHBH pp. 43-60, 
G.A. Rendsburg, “The Ammonite phoneme /¨/”, BASOR 269, 1988, 73-79. 

D. Sivan, “On the grammar and orthography of the Ammonite findings”, UF 14, 1982 (1983), 219 -
234.  

 
4.3.2.1.2  Lexicography/Onomastics 
 
P. Bordreuil, “Les noms propres transjordaniennes de l’ostracon de Nimroud”, RHPhR 59, 1979, 313-317. 

(Amm.). 
M. Delcor, “Balacam pâtôrâh, ‘interprète de songes’ au pays d’Ammon, d’après Num 22,5: les 

témoignages épigraphiques paralleles”, Semitica 32, 1982, 89-91.  
P.E. Dion, “Notes d’épigraphie ammonite”, RB 82, 1975, 24-33. 
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I. Gelb, Computer-aided analysis of Amorite (AS 21), Chicago 1980 [rev. JSS 26, 1981, 277-280 (E. 
Lipiński);OLZ 83, 1988, 31-35 (Oelsner)]. 

F. Israel, “Note ammonite - 1: Gli arabismi nella docurnentazione onomastica ammonita”, SEL 6, 1989, 
91-96. 

J. Naveh, “The ostracon from Nimrud: an Ammonite name-list”, Maarav 2/2, 1979-80, 163-171. 
E. Puech, “Milkom, le dieu ammonite, en Amos I 15”, VT 27, 1977, 117-125. 
W.H. Shea, “Milkom as the architect of Rabbath-Ammon’s natural defences in the Amman citadel 

inscription”, PEQ 111, 1979, 17-25. 
H.O. Thompson, F. Zayadine, “The works of Amminadab”, The Biblical Archaeologist 37, 1974, 1133-19 

[on the Ammonite inscription from Tell Siran]. 
 

4.3.2.2 Byblos (Pseudohieroglyph) 
 
J.E. Hoch, “The Byblos Syllabary: Bridging the Gap between Egyptian Hieroglyphs and Semitic 

Alphabets”, Journal of the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities 20, 1990, 115-124.   
M. Martin, “Revision and reclassification of the Proto-Byblian signs”, Or. 31, 1962, 250-271, 339-363. 
G.E. Mendenhall, The Syllabic Inscriptions from Byblos, Beirut 1985. 
G.E. Mendenhall, “Byblos syllabic inscriptions”, in ABD 4, pp. 178-180.  
T.N.D. Mettinger, “Amarna Letter No. 84: Damu, Adonis, and ‘The Living God’ at Byblos”, in Fs. 

Weinfeld, pp. 361ff. 
O. Rössler, “Neuer Versuch der Entzifferung der Hieroglyphen der Byblos-Schrift”, LingAeg 11, 2003, 

185-186]. 
H. Sobelman “The Proto-Byblian Inscriptions: A fresh approach”, JSS VI 1961, 226-245 [I. The 

inscriptions and the previous decipherments. 2. A programme of decipherment. 3. Writing a Proto-
Byblian grammar. 4. Analysis and conclusions].  

F.C. Woudhuizen, “On the Byblos Script”, UF 39, 2007, 689-756. 
 
4.3.2.3  Canaanite (El-Amarna) 
 [Cf. 2.3.2.4: Peripheral Akkadian]] 

 
4.3.2.4 Deir cAllā Dialect 
 
J.C. Greenfield, “Philological Observations on the Deir cAlla Inscription”, in J. Hoftijzer,  G. van der 

Kooij eds., The Balaam Text from Deir cAlla Re-evaluated …, Leiden 1991, pp. 109-120 [local 
dialect sharing innovative features with Aramaic].  

J.A. Hackett, The Balaam Text from Dier cAllā (HSM 31), Chico CA 1980. 
J.A. Hackett, “The Dialect of the Plaster Text from Deir cAlla”, Or. 53, 1984, 57-65.  
B. Halpern, “Dialect distribution in Canaan and the Deir Alla inscriptions”, in Fs. Lambdin, pp. 119-139. 
J. Hoftijzer, G. Van der Kooij, eds., The Balaam Text from Deir cAlla Re-evaluated. Proceedings of the 

International Symposium held at Leiden 21-24 August 1989, Leiden. 1991. 
J. Huehnergard, “Remarks on the Classification of the Northwest Semitic Languages”, in J. Hoftijzer, G. 

van der Kooij, eds., The Balaam Text from Deir cAlla Re-evaluated, Leiden 1991, pp. 282-293 
[classification of Semitic. Central Semitic and Northwest Semitic. Canaanite and Aramaic innovations. 
The Deir cAlla inscription reflects an independent branch of Northwest Semitic].  

Z. Mayani, “Un apport à la discussion du texte Deir cAllah”, VT 24, 1974, 318-323. 
G.A. Rendsburg, “The Dialect of the Deir cAlla Inscription”, BiOr 50, 1993, 309-329 [Canaanite 

closely related to Northern Hebrew] 
 
4.3.2.5 Edomite 
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F. Israel, “L’édomite”, in Lchs, p. 81. 
S. Parker, “Ammonite, Edomite, and Moabite”, in BBHBH pp. 43-60, 
I. Young, “The diphthong *ay in Edomite”, JSS 37, 1992, 27-30. 
 
 
4.3.2.6 Emariote 
 
4.3.2.6.1 Emar and the Old Testament 
 
M.R. Adamthwaite, “Emar’s window on the Old Testament. A preliminary view”, Buried History 29, 

1993, 75-93. 
M.R. Adamthwaite, “A Twin Calendrical System at Emar and its Implications for the Israelite 

Calendar”, A6ES 37, 2000, 164-182. 
D. Arnaud, “Les textes suméro-accadiens de Meskéné (Syrie) et l’Ancien Testament”, Bulletin de la 

Societé Ernest-Renan 197, 1980, 116-118. 
D.E  Fleming, “The Etymological Origins of the Hebrew nābî’: The One Who Invokes God”, CBQ 55, 

1993, 217-224. 
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D.E. Fleming, “The Israelite Festival Calendar and Emar’s Ritual Archive”, RB 106, 1999, 8-34. 
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Kottsieper, eds., ‘Und Mose schrieb dieses Lied auf’. Studien zum Alten Testament und zum Alten 
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J.A. Belmonte, Die Orts- und Gewässernamen der Texte aud Syrien i. 2. Jt. V. Chr. (TAVO 12/2), 
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L. A. Bange, A study of the use of vowelletters in alphabetic consonantal writing (from c. 1700 B.C. to c. 
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